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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—My motive in writing the following letters 
was, to bring about a friendly interview between the 
Rev. Mr. M’Dowell and my family, as my wife is a 
member of his church. But all my exertions, not- 
withstanding the desire of my sick wife, failed. 
Believing that some good may result from having 
the letters published, I » quest you to insert them 

in the Gospel Herald. WILLIAMS WOOLLEY. 

Morristown, June 1, 1823. 

TO THE REV. WM. A. M’DOWELL. 

Sir—In consequence of hearing you preach this 
morning and evening, I take the liberty of address- 
ing a few lines to you, hoping you will receive them 
in love. For ifI know any thing of myself, it is 
that only which causes me to write at this time, 
although I may differ in sentiment from you. 

In respect to your morning discourse, I would 
remark, that I think a preacher should be consid- 
ered in the character of a witness, that is called 
upon to give evidence; that is, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the tuth; and that on both sides of the 
question. Therefore, when you represent the con- 
sequences of sin, you should not clear one from 
punishment who is guilty, whether he be of the elect 
or non-elect: whether God’s people or the devil’s; 
whether your people or my people. For, Sir, I 
think that the word of God is plain, that he will re- 
ward every man according to his works. Qn the 
other hand, when you quoted the word of Ged for 
the consolation of your people or hearers, as you 
did this morning, itgave me pain to observe that 
vou omitted, as I thought, the best part of the tes- 
timony in a number of texts, as for instance—* He 
is the propitiation for our sins.” Why do you not 
give your people all the verse, which reads—* He is 
the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, 
but also for (thé sins of) the whole world?” Will 
you be so kind as to answer me this? 

This evening your text was, “ Know ye not, that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Be not deceived.” In the first place you ac- 
knowledge that the kingdom ef God, &c. in a num- 
ber of passages, had reference to his Spiritual 
Kingdom in this mode of being. But, in this jas- 
sage, you asserted that it did not; but that it was in 
a future state. On examining the context, I must 
beg leave to differ from you, unless you can give 
me further light on the subject. Now, Sir, the 
apostle informs us, that the “Kingdom of hea- 
ven is within you ;” or us, &c. That is, I think in 


believers, those who are delivered from fear and 
doubt; they, and they only inherit the kingdom of 


God, that is spoken of in your text. Therefore I 
do firmly believe, that if you, or any of your people, 
have doubts (let alone Christ,) in that case you do 
not inherit the kingdom of God. For he that doubt- 
eth is damned. So says the testimony. And if we 
speak not according to the testimony, it is because 
there is no light in us, But, blessed be God, the 
time is coming when all shall be taught of, God, 
and know God, from the least unto the greatest. 
Then, doubts, fears, sin, unrighteousness, &c. and 
misery, which is the consequence, will cease. This 
is the faith of Universalists. 

Sir, if the intention of your discourse was to re- 
present the preaching of Universalists this evening, 
and to guard your people against hearing them, I 
would advise you to come yourself, and hear for 
once, before you again attempt to represent us; and 
your candour will prevent you, I think, from misre- 
presenting. For I have that respect for you to be- 
lieve, that you do not wish to misrepresent, and that 
you have never heard our doctrine for yourself. 
Should any of your people venture to come and 
hear, they will find that we preach quite differently 
Jrom your representation made this evening. In- 
stead of preaching the devil’s doctrine, that man 
shall not die on the day of his transgression, we 
preach that he shall. That man is punished on the 
day he transgresses, Kc. 

As it is now late at night, I must forbear, hoping 
you will write to me, or call and see us some time 
this week. But should you think me unworthy of 
your attention, I would entreat you to reconsider. 
For I acknowledge that I am zealously engaged in 
circulating what I conceive to be truth; which is 
that “God is the Saviour of all men, especially of 
those that believe.” And you must acknowledge, 
that I have been instrumental either in the hand of 
God or the devil, in making proselytes. If 1 ain 
wrong, I should be glad to be informed. Should 
you refuse to instruct me, will you not be account- 
able to your God, on your own principles ? 

From your friend, &c. 
WILLIAMS WOOLLEY. 
Morristown, July 21, 1822. 
TO THE REV. WM. A. M’DOWELL, 

Sir—On the first of June last, I addressed a Ict- 
ter to you, in which I made some remarks on two 
sermons that I heard you deliver that day; an+ 
asked you some questions, &c. and requested you 
either to answer my letter, or call and see us that 
week. As you previously promised me to call and 
visit myself and wife, | therefore expected yon, 





especially as she was then sick, aud has been the 
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most of the time dince. And farther, as she is a| 


member of your society. 

As seven weeks have passed away, and I have 
heard nothing from you, I now address the second 
letter. Perhaps you will ask, why you shou! j visit 
us, as we are both Universalists? I will answer: 
One reason is this, your brother at Elizabeth-Town, 
and a dector of divinity too, has, sometime back 
acknowledged that he was acquainted with a lady 
of that faith, who died a Universalist, and, notwith- 
standing, was a Christian, and would be saved, &c. 
Should you visit Mrs. Woolley, now supposed to be 
in the last stage of consumption, peradventure you 
might be constrained, and that freely, to make the 
same confession. This was at that time a consola- 
tion to a dear sister of mine, who is now suffering 
in the wilderness, for no other sin than unbelics 
For bad she believed that Jesus Christ was what lie 
is, the Saviour of the world, all men, she wouid not 
have sacrificed herself, as she now hes, And had 
doctors (of divinity) in general, made the same hon- 
est acknowledgement with your brother, I think she 
might have been saved from the imprudent act. 
But your brother stood alone. He was but one 
among thousands. Perhaps you may be surprised, 
and doubt the correctness of this. If so, I assme 
you it can be proved to your satisfaction, and by 
respectable witnesses that heard the conversation. 

Another reason why I wished you to visit us is, 
because you promised me that you would do so, and 
that shortly. Another is, that I wished you to be- 
come acquainted with our sentiments. For if they 
are bad, it is necessary that you should know them, 
in order to guard your people against them. On 
the other hand, if you should find them to be good, 
(and I think you will if you examine them,) it will 
be your duty to embrace them, &c. Another rea- 
son why I wish you to visit me is, that you may 
answer to my letter of June Ist. 

On the other hand, I do not wish you to visit Mrs. 
W. for the purpose of destroying her peace and 
happiness, here and hereafter; although it is impos- 
sible that you or any other person can defeat her 
future happiness. But if you can add to her present 
faith and happiness, you will receive our thanks. 
And should that spirit of liberality be in you, that 
was in your brother, it would be a consolation to 
myself, and likewise to her in her last hours. 

In your sermon alluded to in my last letter, of 
June Ist, you quoted a passage of Scripture that 
represents the devil like a roaring lion, going about 
seeking whom he may devour. This I think you 
wished should apply to an advocate of Universal 
Salvation, who preached here, a short time before, 
at my house; as you quoted a small part of his 
discourse, on the goodness of God, &c. Or else 
you quoted the passage to prove that Universal sal- 
vation could not be true, as there were some to be 
destroyed by this “roaring lion.” In order to an- 
swer this, I will attempt to give you my under- 
standing of the passage. In doing this, I will give 
your Mrs. Woolley’s case as a figure to illustrate it. 
When she was taught to believe that God had 
elected a large proportion of the souls he had made 





for an eternal hell, there to be tormented with fi; + 
and brimstone as long as God exists, together wit), 
ali the horrors that are described in this doctrine. 
she was miserable indeed, and had no rest day nox 
night. But on the contrary, when she believed 
that “in Christ all the nations and families of the 
earth shall be blessed;” when she believed that 
God was the Saviour and Friend of her children, 
husband, and connexions, and of all men, (as he 
really is,) then she entered into rest. Thus she has 
for a long time believed, and the approach or 
thoughts ot death, seems rather to strengthen her 
faith than otherwise. Now, Sir, could you destroy her 
confidence, and her views of the testimony of Gad, it 
might well be said, that you had destroyed a Univer- 
salist, and with it you would destroy all her present 
happiness. In that case it might be said, that you 
had destroyed her peace. For the instant that you 

ould prevail on her to believe the horrible doctrine 
(which is nowhere to be found in the Seriptures*) 
of elernal punishment and death, for a large por- 
tion of the race of Adam, she would have no 
peace left. ‘There would remain nothing but fear, 
doubt, trouble and affliction, awaiting her, as with 
your people and yourself; fer you have asserted, 
that no one can be delivered from doubts, Ke. in 
this mode of being. 

Now, Sir, Mrs. W. believes firmly in the doctrine 
of universal grace and salvation. If you believe 
firmly that she will be eternally punished, unies- 
she repents of this her faith, in this life, is it not 
your duty to visit, and admonish her, let the conse- 
quences be what they may, to abandon such a faith, 
although it now gives her consolation? I humbly 
think, Sir, it is. On the other hand, if her faith is 
of God, and founded on his word, and you should 
attempt to destroy it, would not you come undet 
the character of a “ roaring lion, seeking whom you 
might devour 7” Should you succeed, would not 
God reward you for it? Cannot God reward you, 
without making you endlessly miserable? These, 
my dear Sir, are serious questions, which I wish 
you to consider, and to act accordingly. 

I would further state, that I always have esteem- 
ed you as aman, and have no enmity against you, 
or your happiness. But it is the reverse, whiclr 
makes you miserable and unhappy, that I would 
wish to destroy. It is that God-dishonouring and 
man-destroying doctrine of endless misery for the 
wicked ; for all are wicked. Itis for the wicked 
that Christ was sent. 

I cannot close this, my second letter, without in- 
formiug you, that, this morning when I was return- 
ing home, I saw a man in black clothing passing by 
my house, and instead of turniag in, and Visiting 
his sick neighbour, he turned away on the other 
side! I made inquiry who it was, and was informed 
that it was the Rev. Mr. M’Dowell. I had a right 
to think, and I leave you to conjecture my thoughts. 





* Some of Mr. M'D.’s congregation may consider this 
declaration to be false, but the Scriptures nowhere contain 
such doctrine. The Rev. Mr. Thompson of Connecticut 
Farms, said, in Mr. M’D.’s pulpit, that Dan. xii. 2, had a 
reference to the destruction of Jerusalem, and not to the 
last judgment. Think of this! 
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Before I close, I will anticipate one objection 
that you will make to answering my letters. You 
will, perhaps, say, they are so badly written and 
spelled, that you cannot understand them. If that 
should be the case, will you please to call on me, 
and I will explain any part of them that is unintel- 
ligible. Should you still refuse, in that case I must 
have them plainly printed, in order that your con- 
gregation may judge between you and me. If you 
ask—In what paper? I answer—In that paper which 
is so much despised by a few of your people ; but is 
read weekly by a large portion of them; the eos- 
PEL HERALD. 

From your friend, and brother in Christ, 

The rejected WILLIAMS WOOLLEY. 
REMARKS. 

Whatever may be the real merits or motives of 
professors and preachers of the Christian Religion, 
so called, they invariably strive “to make clean the 
outside of the platter.” They profess to have the 
Lord Jesus Christ for their pattern, and to imitate 
him, both in his pranciples and practice. Although 
it is not our province to sit in judgment on our fel- 
low sinners, much less to condemn them to an eter- 
nal (or endless) hell, for differing with us in senti- 
ment, still we are authorized to decide on the con- 
duct of professors of religion, and mark the differ- 
ence which may exist between them and the Lord 
whom they profess to serve and imitate. There is 
an obvious reason for this. When men are held up 
as examples, and they boldly claim respect for their 
holiness, and attention to their commands and ex- 
hortations, predicating the whole upon the sacred- 
ness of their office, their learning, wisdom, and 
goodness, it is proper that their pretensions should 
be weighed in an even balance, and their merits 
appear as honestly possessed, as they are strenu- 
ously contended for. 

We have heard of those who call straight crook- 
ed, and crooked straight. Light darkness, and dark- 
ness light. Good evil, and evil good. If our pre- 
sent lucubrations should fall into the hands of this 
description of Christians, we shall expect no mercy 
for ourselves, nor approbation for our truth. For 
those who call good evtl, and evil good, as a matter 
of course, will preserve their consistency and con- 
demn every thing which assimilates with the honesty, 
the meekness, and the love of Christ. The tables 
will be turned in their mind, ina moment. To be 
the reverse of every thing compatible with humanity 
and the Christian character, with these logicians 
will be good, while every Godlike sentiment and 
action, will be stigmatized as evil. 

We purpose to address ourselves, respectfully, to 
the Rev. Mr. M’Dowell, as being the chief of the 
opposing party. And we declare, at the onset, that 

we mean no offence. We shall “use great plainness 

of speech.” Our reason follows—Mr. M’D. is a 
man of like passions, and as much interested for 

himself as others can be for him. Besides, we wish 

him to understand us. We would do him good. If 
he has any excressences which shoot out of a cor- 
rupt heart and imagination, the sooner they are lop- 











comely, and so forth, the axe will pass without 


wounding, and leave even his bark unhurt. If, on 


the other hand, his eye has offended, he had better 


pluck it out. For it is better for him to enter into 

the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two 

eyes, to be cast into hell fire. (Mark ix.) 

Rev. Sir—When the Lord Jesus Christ was upon 

earth, he conducted in a manner, which, if you were 

t0 imitate, would not disgrace you. He went about 

doing good, and healing all manner of diseases: 

He visited sinners! Strange to relate, he never re- 

fused the invitations and solicitations of sinners, 

however they might have differed with him in sen- 

timent, even in health, but visited them, and eat and 

drank at their tables. In sickness, his ready feet 
and willing mind, moved to the house of the wicked, 
and the vilest were not beneath Ais notice. ‘True, 
the holy men of the day, the Pharisees, whom 
Christ called serpents, and a generation of vipers, 
reproved him, and spoke reproachfully of him, be- 
cause he noticed sinners. Never did the mouth of 
Jesus utter reproof so pointedly against any class of 
men, as against the pious men, the Pharisees of old! 
They, hypocrites as they were, made great preten- 
sions, exalted themselves, and stigmatized and de- 
based others. But Jesus, the meck and lowly lamb 
of God, addressing a mixed multitude, said, “ One 
is your Master Christ; and all ye are brethren. 
And call no man your father upon the earth; for 
one is your Father which is in heaven.” Matt. xxiii. 
We appeal to you, Sir, and ask, Is not this very dif- 
ferent from your advice, recently given to your 
congregation, when you exhorted them not to have 
any intercourse whatever with Universalists, neither 
in the ordinary civilities and sociabilities of life, nor 
in marriage? Was there not something of the Pha- 
risee in this? Do you imitate: Christ, when you 
neglect and refuse to visit a sick woman, and that 
woman a member of your church, because she dif- 
fers in her religious opinions with you? Is not your 
conduct precisely the same with those Jews, who 
said, “ Stand by, come not near unto me, for J am 
holier than thou?” 

Sir, “ This wisdom descendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, sensual devilish. For where envy- 
ing and strife is there is confusion and every evil 
work. But the wisdom that is from above, is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreat- 
ed, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy.” (James iii. 15-17.) We 
leave you to judge for yourself, Sir, whether your 
wisdom is “easy to be entreated,” taking Mrs. Wool- 
ley’s case into view, and whether it is “ full of mer- 
cy,” &c. “without partiality and without hypocrisy.” 
Or whether you were not influenced by the wisdom 
which is from beneath, which is neither gentle nor 
easy to be entreated, and is empty of mercy, par- 
tial, &c. We are not your judge. To your God you 
stand or fall. And farther, Sir, we assure you, that 


were your conduct more significant of hatred and 
malice than it is at present, and your words more 
bitter, we should pity your blindness, and not con- 
sign you to an endless hell! We consider you as a 





ped off the better. If he is a good tree, stately, 
? 


brother, but at present a very unkind one. And 
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we rejoice even of you, that your works shall be 
tried by fire, and you will be saved. “ For if any 
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 
(1 Cor. ii.) To this purifying fire we consign you, 
Sir, while you, horrible to relate, consign us to in- 
terminable burnings!!! ©O horrible! O most hor- 
nible! Ifto do this, Sir, is to be “full of mercy,” 
pray tell, we beseech you, what it is to have no 
mercy ? 

There is one feature in your ministration which 
deserves special notice. You, Sir, advise and exhort 
your congregation not to hear Universalists preach. 
And you, and the active members of your church, 
use all your influence to enslave the minds of the 
inhabitants of Morristown generally, and to prevent 


their reading or hearing any thing explanatory of 


our faith. Pray, Sir, is error so potent that you 
dare not meet it? Or have you doubts of your own 
correctness, and fear to come to the light, lest your 
deeds should be reproved? Permit us to tell you, 
Sir, that this conduct is an evidence of want of sin- 
cerity. Christ and bis apostles were in the con- 
stant practice of visiting the Jewish synagogues. 
They availed themselves of all opportunities to in- 
struct the people. The truths they taught will never 
suffer by comparison with error. If, Sir, your armour 
ts good, why shun the combat? Are not you afraid 
that your shield will be pierced, and your helmet 
broken upon your head? Are not you accoutred 
with poor weapons, and pregnable armour, and fear 
the issue of an encounter? Paul describes the 
Christian’s armour and weapons. They never fail- 
ed; and the wearer of them, never turned his back 
toanenemy. Sir, we read, “ The wicked flee when 
no man pursueth ; but the righteous are bold asa 
lion.” 

Are your people so ignorant of the truth, that you 
dare not trust them to hear a doctrine which you say 
is contrary to Scripture, and cannot be supported ? 
Sir, the mental man must be fed with necessary food 
as well as the physical man. So long as you pre- 
pare mental food in sufficient quantity, and of 
proper quality to nourish your hearers, you need not 
fear their leaving your table. But if you feed them 
with husks, their is great danger of their leaving 
you when they can find bread to eat! We must con- 
fess your policy is good, and verifies the declara- 
tion, that “ the children of this world are in their 
generation wiser than the children of light.” For, 
Sir, when your hearers eat of “ the bread of God, 
‘which is he who cometh down from heaven and 
giveth life unto the world,” (all men,) they will no 
longer relish the mouldy husks of Calvin and Hop- 
kins! You therefore do well, so far as your present 
interest and views are concerned, (contrary to the 
cause of Christ and the world,) to pursue your old 
course, and to keep the vail on the faces of your 
people. 

Now, Sir, consider the course we recommend. 
We tell all Universalists, that Truth is stronger 
than error. We advise them, occasionally, to hear 
the preaching of the modern orthodox clergymen, 
becausext will strengthen their faith. Having once 


eaten the true bread, they will identify husks ine 
moment. We have no fears on that head. Quy 
brethren of our faith, are too well taught to be con- 
fined in leading-strings ! Their faith is too strong 
to be shaken by “ every wind of doctrine.” And it 
inspires more courage than to flee with an impreg- 
nable armour for their defence. Sir, truth, like its 
Omnipotent Author, will prevail. It shines witi 
undiminished lustre. Its corruscations illuminate 
the mind, and itsinfluences inspire the soul with vi- 
gour. Atits approach, fear and doubt, disappear 
like the mists of the morning. Our faith is a ce- 
lestial telescope of such magnitude, that it pierces 
the horizon of time—penetrates the darkest clouds— 
and beyond the atmospheres of doubt and uncer- 
tainty, rests in other worlds, and explores new and 
brighter heavens. What is yours ? Is it not a mix- 
ture of fearful uncertainty for yourself; and a black 
and horrible reality for others? Your very heaven 
a bereaved place, where the sensibilities of its in- 
mates must be blunted to possess a stoical joy, or it 
would ring with wretchedness for the fate of damned 
millions, for separated mothers and children! 

To convince you, Sir, of the different spirit in- 
culeated by the different doctrines advocated by 
you and us, we inform you, that, notwithstanding 
you have exerted yourself to prevent your congge- 
gation and others from hearing the advocates of our 
faith at Morristown, if you- will visit this city, you 
shall be provided with a house to speak in, and, if 
you will undertake to disprove the doctrine of the 
salvation of all men, a numerous audience also. At 
least, we feel authorized to say on behalf of our 
brethren, that they would have the courage, and 
are sufficiently independent to hear you! More 
than this: A competent stenographer shall be pro- 
vided, (if there is one in the city,) and you preach 
extempore, and your sermon published, and circu- 
lated, with a few remarks, gratuitously, to the mem- 
bers of your congregation. Or, Sir, if you prefer it, 
you may make the same offer, and it will be accept- 
ed. If our doctrine is erroneous, the sooner it is 
proved to be so the better. If it is truth, the sooner 
all men acknowledge it to be truth, and embrace it, 
the better. Truth can bedefended. Any doctrine 
that will not stand the test of the closest scrutiny, 
is good for nothing. 

Fo Mr. M’D.’s congregation we say, Paul’s ex- 
hortation is, “ Prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good.” But how can you prove all things, if you 
hear only one thing ? How can you reconcile the 
exhortation of the apostle, with your minister's 
narrow views and prohibitions ? How can you be- 
lieve that doctrine to be good, which will not stand 
the test of scrutiny ? How can you confide in a doc- 
trine, which its advocates dare not risk in open day, 
to candid and fair discussion? How can you find 
rest to your souls, under the shelter of a bramble? 
whose points tear your mind at every movement, and 
Jacerate your hearts with cruel uncertainty ? A doc- 
trine, which its most learned advocates know can- 
not be defended by scripture, and which reason 
teaches, is at war with every humane sentiment and 





social principle. This is truth. Under its influ- 
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ences, your pastor has exhorted you to become un- 
charitable and unkind. The poison of its tenden- 
cy is already visible in his own conduct, having 
steeled his heart to violate his promise, to avoid the 
bed of sickness, and to neglect visiting a member of 
his own church. Can a good tree produce such 
fruit ? God “ maketh his sun to shine on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans 
the same ? And if ye salute your brethren only, what 
do ye more? do not even the publicans so? Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as [whom? the Rev. W. A. 
M’Dowell ? No!] your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect.” (Matt. v.) 

We have said, we are not the Rev. Mr. A. M’D.’s 
judge. We hope he is conscientiously sincere in 
all his motives and principles. But, we do say, 
that any clergyman who refuses to hear those of 
another persuasion in defence of their doctrine, 
and who publicly misrepresents them, and uses all 
his influence to prejudice the public mind against 
them, is, with all his sincerity, conducting very dif- 
ferently from the commands of Jesus Christ. For 
“ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that ye 
have heard him, and have been taught by him, as 
the truth is in Jesus. That ye put off concerning 
the former conversation, the old man, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renew- 
ed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in righte- 
ousness, and true holiness. Wherefore, putting away 
lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: 
for we are members one of another. Be ye angry 
and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath: neither give place to the devil.” (Eph. iv. 
20—27.) 

—<p—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Two clergymen,( Messrs. Milledoler and Kuypers) 
anda gentleman whose name is not known, ap- 
peared before a Meeting of Trustees, Deacons and 
Elders of the German Lutherans, convened in the 
Vestry Room of that congregation, on Tuesday the 
22d ult. at four o’clock, representing themselves a 
Delegation of the Class, on business, to say the Jeast, 
of rather an extraordinary character ; charging that 
Board with having made offers of assistance to the 
German Protestant Congregation, with a view to 
induce them to unite themselves and property with 
the Lutherans. Mr. Geisenheimer, pastor of the 
Lutheran congregation, in reply assured them, that 
such an overture never had been made to his know- 
ledge, nor, as he believed, to the knowledge of any 
member present; if they had surplus funds, they 
could employ them in assisting their Lutheran 
brethren of St. Matthew’s; if however the German 
Protestant Congregation was willing to join theirs, 
they would receive them with or without property. 

Mr. Milledoler, in reply, had no objection to a 
personal or spiritual union of the two congregations, 
but to a union of property he protested ; because 
that congregation had been for years past an onus to 


cessity of assisting and nursing them, Kc. &c. and 
the summa summmarum of all this is, that the pro- 
perty ought to be left to some few individuals who 
wish to unite with their establishment. 

It has been supposed, that even Doctors of Di- 
vinity were, in common with human kind, at times, 
allowed to blunder ; but that they should be permit- 
ted to reach the superlative of simplicity, and reveal 
what they at all times considered their interest to con- 
ceal, (being more greedy for the fleece than the 
sheep,) is supposed, has not even been imagined by 
the most sceptic. ONE OF THE VESTRY. 
Note—We give publicity to the above, at the re- 
quest of the concerned. Whether they agree with 
us in religious sentiments generally, or not, has 
nothing to do with the correction of abuses, which 
should be a common cause; because all are inter- 
ested in the honest and orderly management of ev- 
ery thing, whether of a temporal or spiritual nature. 
The parties more immediately concerned can make 
their own comments. The public at large is the 


judge. ED. GOS. HER. 
—<p—- 
“BETHEL FLAG.” 
The following article has recently appeared in the 
Christian Watchman, published in Boston. 

“While each different nation bas its distinctive 
flag, one after this manner, and another after that, 
it is peculiarly pleasing to observe, that there is one 
banner, under which Christians of all countries and 
of all denominations, can fight in the spiritual war- 
fare. We refer to the Bethel flag, which is now 
extending its holy victories in almost every sea. A 
minister in the Isle of Man, formerly a midshipman 
in the navy, desirous of collecting his brother sea- 
men within the sound of the glorious gospel, has 
written to London for a Bethel Fiag, that he may 
hoist it there also. We wish him much success, 
and a rich harvest of souls.” 

Every man of common sense who is not blinded 
by sectarian prejudices, and who is not groping in 
darkness blacker than that of Egypt, must be sur- 
prised, on reading the above article, and desirous of 
information on the subject. Is it indeed the case, 
that the Gospel of Christ cannot be preached but 
under a certain FLAG to be hoisted as the signal of 
authority for dispensing the word of rrutn! Here 
is a minister of Christ, yes, reader, one who calls 
himselfa minister of Christ, formerly a midship- 
man in his majesty’s navy, “ desirous of collecting 
his brother seamen within the sound of the glori- 
ous gospel !”—but he cannot do it. What! a minister 
of Christ, and not able to preach to his brother sea- 
men the gospel? No reader, he cannot! But why? 
He has not a BETHEL FLAG, and poor perishing 
souls cannot receive the gospel, nor be cheered with 
the sound of the glorious gospel, without this Bethel 
Flag. Thus, reader, precious and immortal souls 
on the verge of eternity, may die and sink into eter- 
nal ruin while waiting for the Bethel Flag, which 
alone can authorize the minister of Christ to collect 
his brethren to hear the glorious gospel. 

Reader, pause one moment, and reflect on what 





them, they (the Rev. Doctors) had been under a ne- 





you have read in your Bible. Is there any thing 
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said inthe Scriptures about a Bethel Flag? Did 
the Saviour direct his ministers to carry a flag with 
them, and without which they were not authorized 
to preach the glorious gospel? No such thing. 
Who compose this Bethel Socicty, and by what 
authority do they prescribe the manner in which the 
gospel shall be preached? Do they derive their au- 
thority from the Bible? If so, let some of its friends 
show us the passage which declares that the Bethel 
Flag must be hoisted, before the gospel can be 
preached. It may be said that this flag is only 
designed as a signal to inform sailors that religious 
services, particularly for them, are attended at such 
a place. Suppose we grant the propriety, nay, even 
the necessity of the signal for collecting seamen 
together, is it necessary that there should be a flag 
of a certain description for this purpose, a flag dif- 
ferent from those used by the nations of the earth ? 
But allowing even this to be the case, could not this 
holy minister who was anxious to collect his breth- 
ren together, have used a flag to be made according 
to the proper pattern, without sending, perhaps, two 
or three hundred miles, for a flag? Or has this 
Bethel Society assumed the authority of dictating 
who shall preach to seamen, and give this flag asa 
kind of license to collect them together, and that 
without this flag the glorious gospel shall not be 
preached to sailors? Is there not much of sectarian- 
ism in this; and is it to be the case that a man is 
not to be allowed to preach to seamen, unless he is 
thus authorized by this self-created society? Are 
not American sailors to hear the gospel preached 


until we can send to England for a Bethel Flag? 
We may soon expect to hear of flags adopted by 
missionary societies, Bible societies, nay, soon each 
sect will have its own appropriate flag, and wo be 
to him, who preaches without this insignia of his 
authority, proudly waving on the spire of his meet- 


ing-house. 

We have often heard loud lamentations and 
mourning on account of the perishing state of im- 
mortal souls, for want of a competent and learned 
ministry, but never till now did we learn, that not- 
withstanding a learned and competent minister was 
at hand, souls are to be suffered to perish eternally, 
for want of a BETHEL FLAG to authorize that min- 
ister to preach the glorious gospel of Christ. Rel. Ing. 

—>>—. 
From the National Advocate. 
COSTLY CHURCHES. 

In some late Philadelphia papers we read the de- 
scription of several splendid churches which have 
been built, and some which are now completing. 
These descriptions occupied a considerable space 
in the newspaper. We had turrets, modern Gothic 
architraves, pillars with Ionic caps and bases, pulpits 
and pews of rich satin wood and mahogany, brilliant 
lustres and candelabras, communion table with a 
gorgeous display of massy plate, pews selling for 
$50,000, church building $100,000, minister’s salary 
$5000 and perquisites, and all ostentation, wealth 
and vanity. 

When that bold and chivalrous minister, Paul, 
preached to the Athenians, he collected the people 





around him on the areopagus and beneath the arch 
of heaven, and from a rock he denounced paganism 
and maintained the majesty of the “ unknown God.” 
When a yet greater preacher lectured the multitude, 
he did it in a manner equally simple and divested of 
ostentation. 

How are the times changed! Can we worship 
God with so humble and conwrite heart, when the 
eye is dazzled with the splendour of wealth and the 
glare of luxury and beauty ? Can that heart be di- 
vested of all worldly considerations, and commune 
piously with our Creator amidst the rustling of silk, 
the blaze of light, and the tinsel and drapery of 
fashion ? True, it may be said, that the temple of 
Solomon was unrivalled in splendour, but it was by 
the express command of God; it was the first tem- 
ple dedicated to his worship, it was raised after the 
most costly edifices had been already erected to 
heathen deities, and it was due to the Sovereign 
Architect of the universe, that his temple should be 
without a parallel orcomparison. But since the fe- 
rocity of conflicting nations bas laid waste that 
splendid edifice, since the sacrifices have been su- 
perseded by other peace and free-will offerings, 
since the temples and altars of heathens have been 
prostrated, since worshippers of the true God have 
increased like the sands of the desert, it has been 
considered unnecessary to load the churches with 
ornaments, or to lavish those means for useless pa- 
rade, which should be devoted to acts of charity, 
more acceptable to the Divinity than all this tinse!- 
led finery. 

Religion now is becoming a fashion and not a du- 
ty; going to church, not to return our grateful 
thanks to the Father of Mercies, but to see and be 
seen. 

Some Sabbaths ago, a tall thin dandy, with a 
tight neckcloth, and a head of huge bushy frizzled 
hair, after surveying me from head to foot witha 
small quizzing glass, drawled out, “ Pray, sir, can 
you tell me which is the fashionable church?” 
“ What sect do you mean, sir?” says]. “ I’m not 
particular,” said he, “so that it is a fashionable 
church, a young preacher, and a number of pretty 
girls there.” This automaton was not singular. 
He strolled in at dinner, and drawing off his white 
gloves, throwing down his hat and a moss rose on 
the table, took his seat. “ Well, sir,” said I, * have 
you been edified with the sermon, and have you 
prayed devoutly ?” “ O yes, I’ve been much enter- 
tained,” said he ; “ splendid church ; so elegant; so 
many fashionable people there ; ladies dressed so fine. 
I had arichly bound Prayer Book ; the organ was 
delightful.” “ But the text,” said I, “ what was it ?” 
“*Pon my soul can’t say; very clever discourse ; 
only thirty minutes ; never yawned once ; fine young 
preacher.” 

This is going to church among fashionables. 
There should be nothing of ornament or attraction 
in a church, beyond the sacred purposes for which 
it was erected. If these have no attractions, no fic- 
titious objects should be raised to sway the inclina- 
tion. 





Contrast these costly buildings with the simple 
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village church ; compare the young and fashionable 
preacher, with his $5000 per ann. with the country 


curate, 

« Passing rich with forty pounds a year,” 
and show us the difference; tell us whether the 
emanations of a humble and pious heart, are not as 
acceptable at the Throne of Grace, when ascending 
{rom the altar of a village church, as from the marble 
aisles of a costly and splendid building ? 

When viewing the interior of one of these rich 
churches, we have often'thought, that if some of the 
sick, lame, and blind, similar to those cured by 
Cinist, were to enter during service, they would find 
no more attention shown them, than was exhibited 
to poor Lazarus, who found the way to Abrabam’s 
bosom without that charity which should have been 
extended to him. “ .4ll men are equal,” if not in 
sight of man, certainly in the estimation of God. 

—<»>> ~— 
MISSIONARY SPINNING WHEEL! 

It is announced in the Connecticut Courant, that 
“a wheel and open room are kept at the house of 
Mr. George White, Church-street, for the use of 
those ladies who may wish to contribute to the small 
streams that compose the broad river of Missionary 
support.” ‘The writer of the article adds, that hap- 
pening to call at a certain house between the hours 
of nine and tenin the evening, he found the mistress 
of the house, in the 84th year of her age, spinning 
in aid of the same cause. D. Adver. 

REMARKS. 

After seeing the above, who would be surprised to 
hear of a Missionary saw and buck, to enable the 
pious folks to saw wood in aid of the good cause! 
Indeed, on the whole, it is a good idea, and we ten- 
der it to the Missionary gentlemen gratuitously, as 
adonation, &c. If spinning «heels, and saws and 
bucks, are not resorted to, the cause must go down. 
When even the pretended firm supporters of the 
cause, Who have it most at heart, refuse, in plain 
English, to pay their subscriptions to support it, as 
the celebrated, the Rev. Mr. F , has done, 
refusing to pay his subscription to the Missionary 
Society, the prospect looks gloomy. This is not all. 
The Managers of the Missionary concern, are prac- 
tising deception, and keeping back information, only 
showing the bright side of the picture. Let the 
public, for once, view the whole ground, and the 
face will end. The cause is now very sick. Its 
writhings bespeak something more than a morbid 
affection. If sudden relief is not procured, this 
Monster of modern generation will expire, and the 
mourners drop into their original insignificance. 
There we wish them to be. 

Query. Would it not look better, if young cleri- 
eal dandies were seen sawing wood early in the 
morning, instead of old women of eighty-four years 
of age, spinning late at night? How gracefully 
will some spruce dandy, fresh from a Theological 
mill, pull off his black silk gloves, to receive the 
money obtained for the old lady’s yarn ! 

There are about sirty clergymen in this city who 
are sticklers for the cause of Missions. We recom- 
inend to the ladies of their societies, without delay, 





to furnish each of them with a saw and buck, and 

a tow cloth apron, (we suppose they do not under- 

stand spinning yarn,) that they may give evidence 

of their sincerity, and with their fingers assist in 
moving the burden they impose upon others. If they 
will do this, or something equivalent, they shall 
have credit for their sincerity. If they refuse, we 
pronounce them hypocrites ! 
——jf - 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

FALSE STATEMENTS FROM THE DESK, 
and through the Press, (not) by the Rev. (that ti- 
tle belongs only to God,) William Roy. 

Reader, please to look at my statement in No. 7 
of the Gospel Herald, page 52, signed D. J., and 
then cast your eye on Wm. Roy’s, No. 12, page 94, 
and what follows, judge ye. Before I published the 
piece in No. 7, I had a conversation with W. R. in 
Newark, (N. J.) when he came out of the Court- 
House, and afterwards also, in the city of New-York. 
[told him I should publish his strange assertions, 
when W. R. then hinted that I had better not, as 
we were both old countrymen. What a powerful 
argument why I ought not to make his assertions 
public! Reader, my only motive for publishing the 
same, was to check such impious and false asser- 
tions, that men should not look at the Bible with 
contempt, and thereby become modern Deists. 

W.R. headed his reply, “ False Statements and 
Wilful Misrepresentations,” &c. God forbid that 
I should, in return, charge W. R. with wilful mis- 
representations. But what part of my statement 
has W. R. disproved ? I did not state, as he would 
wish the reader to understand, that Jesus Christ was 
the prodigal that had hired himself to the devil. But, 
that W. R. stated of the prodigal sinner that hired 
himself to W. R.’s citizen of this woild, the Devil, 
that he the Devil, had no right to hold the prodigal 
sinner in slavery ; because the prodigal sinner was 
the son of God, and must return to his Father’s 
house. Here I would ask of friend Rey his expe- 
rience. Have not you been a prodigal ? and where ? 
and are not you a son of God ? or did God become 
your Father when you sought him ? 

Second Objection. “ He did not say, that if the 
people gave only $1 to the support of the poor,” &c. 
Neither have I so said. I have published your own 
words, “ Look at the prodigals up above,” &c. and for 
the gift of $1, what doth he promise Ans. Eternal 
life! Not caring what was their creed or morals, if 
he could draw out the money. 

Third Objection. “He did not say, that to his 
cerlain knowledge there were twenty minister in 
New-York,” &c. But W.R. has lowered his note, 
and through the press, says, that he had “known 
nearly that number since he resided there.” 

Fourth Objection. “He did not say, ihat Uni- 
versalists were worse than Atheists or Deists. We 
presume that if either of the latter had heard the 
discourse alluded to, they would have had more 
candour than to misrepresent what they could not 
comprehend.” I ask, What candour could W. R. 
have expected from Atheists and Deists, had they 
been present and heard him shut them out from the 
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privilege of entering any church? As to their, or 
my me sam his absurd discourse, it is all out 
of the question. For verily, I believe that W. R. 
neither comprehended nor could prove his own 
words. 

We shall now look for a moment at the weight 
which those nine witnesses give to exonerate W. R. 
from the charges I have brought againsthim. First, 
Mr. L. Sythotf. This gentleman is no colonel nor 
ever was. But we suppose Coll was added to give 
respectability to his signature. This gentleman is 
a respectable man. But I am under the necessity 
of saying, that this same gentleman, in my presence, 
accused him of the same gross assertions. And 
previous to this, went into Mr. Reynold’s, (Sheriff’s 
room) and there, to the sheriff, accused W. R. and 
said that W. R. ought not to be permitted to enter 
any pulpit. Since he signed his name to W. R.’s 
list of witnesses, he told the sheriff and others, that 
he was drawn into it in a hurry, and expressed his 
regret at signing it. This the sheriff desired me to 
say, and use bis name, &c. 2d witness, J. C. Og- 
den. This gentleman has had one or more paralytic 
strokes, and his memory is much impaired thereby ; 
and on that account, those who know him, could 
not rely on his testimony. 3d witness, W. H. Hy- 
att. This gentleman has been very active in get- 
ting persons to sign W. R.’s paper; and Mr. H. 
told me, that he sent it to W. R. and asked me if I 
had seen his letter to W. R., and said, that he had 
therein stated to W. R. that he was in his discourse 
very sensorious, &c.; and Mr. H. stated, that the 
paper he signed, read differently from that W. R. had 
published, and that he, Mr. H., added the last part 
of W. R.’s third objection—* He might have 
known some of those in different places, where he 
has been since he came to that city.” This we 
think was a friendly addition by Mr. H., to reduce 
the round number of friend Roy’s 20 ministers in 
New-York. 4th witness, Zenas Connet, has de- 
elared to Mr. S. H. Pierson, that he was sorry he 
had signed W. R.’s paper. I have not time to write 
of each witness particularly, but briefly state, that 
Mr. G. Rhoda bears a very good name, and the 
people of Newark that heard the discourse, are as- 
tonished that he should have signed his name to 
W. R.’s list. Asto the remainder of the witnesses, 
I will be charitably silent. 

I here subjoin the testimony of three as respecta- 
ble persons as probably can be found in Newark. 
As to the correctness of my statement, in No. 7, 
Stephen H. Pierson, a member of Mr. Richards’ 
church, stated to me, that a love of the truth con- 
strained him to offer me a few lines under his hand. 
Samuel H. Congar, a member of Mr. Hays’ church, 
and Richard Prosser, a gentleman of veracity, have 
also offered me their evidence, which you will read 
below. And I would advise friend W. R. and whom 
it may concern, to call on these gentlemen and the 
Sheriff, for further proof, as to the truth of my de- 
clarations. I could have had more names as my 
witnesses, but consider these three gentlemen abun- 
dantly sufficient! 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN—Mr. J. Ditchett 
called on me with a statement of some doctrines preached 
on the Lith of June last, at the Court House in this place, 
by a gentleman of the Methodist connexion ; and also an 
answer, sigacd by several who heard the discourse, denyiug 
the same to be true. q 
considers his character brought in question, I am constrain- 
ed to say, that I heard the discourse, and was sorry to hear, 
as well as now to say, that the statement made by Mr. 
Ditchett, and published in the Gospel Herald of the 28th 
June last, is correct. STEPHEN H. PIERSON. 

Newark, July 31, 1823. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: We, being called 
upon by Mr. Ditchett with a statement of some doctrines 
preached in the Ceurt House, in this place, by a minister of 
the Methodist connexion, on the 15 tens last, and also an 


By request of Mr. Ditchett, as he’ 





answer, attempting to prove his statement incorrect. By 
request of Mr. Ditchett, who considers his character broug\it 
in question, we are compelled to state, from the best of our 
recollection, that the statement of Mr. Ditchett is correct 
RICHARD PROSSER. 
SAMUEL H, CONGAR 

Newark, July 31, 1823. 

Now I, John Ditchett, further say, that it devolves 
on W. R., as he has not even attempted to disprove 
the most prominent and objectionable assertions I 
have made, to prove by reason and scripture his own 
words. 

Ist. “ When man was created, he was superior to 
angels. 2d. After the fall. of man, the earth was 
the estate or property of the Devil. 3d. That the 
Devil was the citizen of this world, &c. 4th. That 
an independent spirit was the first step to prodigali- 
ty. Sth. That the kiss denoted that God was re- 
conciled to the returning prodigal. (Was he not 
alwas reconciled, or doth God change as poor man 
does?) 6th. That Christ was the fatted calf, «\ain 
at the return of the sinner. 7th. That Universal- 
ists, &c. &c. ought not to be admitted into any 
church. 8th. That 20 ministers in New-York, to 
his certain knowledge, had turned from their form- 
er faith. 9th. That one minister in New-York had 
cut his throat. (Not one that had been a minister. 
For if I should say the President had cut his throat, 
and name Thomas Jefferson, it would be an un- 
truth.) 10th. That W. R. has the privilege of se- 
curing, and the authority to promise, eternal life to 
a man for only giving one dollar to the prodigals 
up stairs, in the Court-house at Newark, New- 
Jersey. 

N. B. I would inform the readers of the Gospel 
Herald, that the Editor, in his remarks on W. R.’s 
statement, says, D.J., because my communications 
to him are signed with my initials reversed. In my 
last piece, | modestly charged W. R. with saying 
so and so. But W. R. in his reply to me, says, 
John Ditchett, in full; and he in that reply also 
says, “For with what measure ye mete, says our 
Lord, it shall be measured to you again.” I there- 
fore return Mr. W. Roy, that measure he meted out 
to me, by exposing his name in full. 

P.S. William Roy states, he has resided in N. 
York thirteen years. Permit me to ask, Were not 
you aclerk in Albany, within these eight years? 

I now leave William Roy in Christian love, pray- 
ing that God our heavenly Father, may bless him 
with a true knowledge of his nature and character, 
and of his own ignorance. And I would recommend 
to him to be more acquainted with the Bible, before 
he goes abroad to instruct his fellow sinners in the 
word of truth and life. D.J 

Note—Since writing the above, I have received 
a letter from Mr. Stephen H. Pierson, from which 
I extract the following— 

* Newark, Aug. 4, 1823. 

* Dear Sir—I have thought proper to write a few lines 
to you. Mr. 8. H. Congar tells me, that he has had a con- 
versation with George Rhoda. Mr. Rhoda does not seem 
inclined to contradict himself ; but he will not undertake to 
say what Mr. Roy did NOT say. He says, he only took no- 
tice of the GOOD part of his discourse. (He could not then 
have taken notice of what you noted down.) That he did 
not consider it of much importance when he signed it, not 
taking notice enough to see that any one’s character would 
be injured by it.” 

It is proper to say, that Mr. Rhoda is considered 
to be a man of veracity, who would not wilfully give 
a wrong statement. And that it appears he acted 
from the impulse of the moment, to silence the im- 
portunity of the applicant, without considering the 
subject to possess, perhaps, ordinary eres. 
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